
21

Science Safety Guide — Secondary

Appendix B:OCDSB Student Science Lab Safety Agreement

Appendix B: OCDSB Student Science Lab 
Safety Agreement

All students have the right to work in safe laboratories. Permission to work in the science laboratory however is a privilege. Students that demonstrate 
difficulty in adhering to safe practices will be asked to leave the lab and complete alternative work. It is important that you understand the expectations 
for student activity within the science lab by reading the laboratory policy procedure below.

1. Always listen to instructions. Always follow instructions including special directions for individual experiments.  Never perform unauthorized 
experiments or use any equipment or instruments without proper instruction. This will help prevent accidents. 

2. Do not enter the stock/supply rooms.
3. Do not work in the laboratory unless the instructor is present.
4. Always act sensibly in the laboratory. Never become involved in horseplay or practical jokes.  This will prevent tripping, falling, spillages, and 

breakages. 
5. Wear closed toed shoes and tie back long hair.  Wear fitted clothing.
6. Report all accidents, spills and breakages at once. This will prevent any further damage or injury.  
7. Keep benches and floor clear of coats and bags. This will prevent accidents caused by tripping and spillages. 
8. Always keep your laboratory work area clean and tidy, and put things away. This will prevent accidents to you and others. 
9. No food or drink in the laboratory at any time.
10. Use the gas, electricity, water, and electric heaters for experiments only. This will prevent damage to yourself, your classmates, and to the 

equipment through fire, electric shock, and burns. 
11. When using a Bunsen burner, make sure long hair is tied back and loose clothing tucked in to keep it away from the flame. This will prevent 

personal injury due to fire. 
12. When conducting an experiment, always stand up; never sit down. You can then move out of the way more quickly in the event of an accident, 

such as a spill. 
13. Always wear personal protective equipment, including appropriate eyewear, when told to do so. This will prevent you from being injured. 
14. Never attempt to handle broken glass. Alert the teacher immediately. This will prevent cuts to yourself and others. 
15. Hazardous materials are disposed of in specific containers. If, for any reason, you are unsure of how to dispose of a chemical then you should 

check with your instructor.
16. If any chemical gets on your hands, or on any other part of your body, inform teacher and wash it off immediately. This will prevent personal 

injury and/or damage to clothing.
17. Know the locations and operating procedures of all safety equipment including the first aid kit, eyewash station, safety shower, fire extinguisher, 

and fire blanket. Know where the fire alarm and the exits are located.
18. In case of a fire drill during a laboratory period; containers must be closed, gas valves turned off and any electrical equipment turned off. 

Detach and return to your teacher:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OCDSB Student Science Lab Safety Agreement

Please list any allergies (eg. Latex) or other medical conditions or medications that the teacher should know about: 

I have read the OCDSB Student Science Lab Safety Contract above and agree to abide by all conditions and additional directions given by the instructor. 
By signing below I recognize and accept that there is an inherent risk in participating in Scientific Investigations.

 
Parent Signature:  
 
Parent Name (please print):  
 
Date: 

 
Student Signature:  
 
Student Name (please print):  
 
Date:    
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Appendix C: OCDSB Science Lab Safety Rules

All students have the right to work in safe laboratories. Students who demonstrate difficulty in adhering to safe practices will not be permitted to continue 
with the lab and will be assigned alternative work.

1. Always listen to instructions. 

2. Do not enter the stock/supply rooms.

3. Do not work in the laboratory unless the instructor is present.

4. Always act sensibly in the laboratory. 

5. Wear closed-toed shoes, fitted clothing and tie back long hair.  

6. Report all accidents, spills and breakages at once. 

7. Keep benches and floor clear of coats and bags. 

8. Always keep your laboratory work area clean and tidy.

9. No food or drink in the laboratory at any time.

10. Use the gas, electricity, water, and electric heaters for experiments only. This will prevent damage to yourself, your classmates, and to the 

equipment through fire, electric shock, and burns.

11. When using a Bunsen burner, make sure long hair is tied back and loose clothing tucked in.

12. When conducting an experiment, always stand up.

13. Always wear personal protective equipment, including appropriate eyewear, when told to do so. 

14. Never attempt to handle broken glass. 

15. Dispose of hazardous materials in specified containers.

16. If any chemical gets on your hands, or on any other part of your body, wash it off immediately and inform teacher. 

17. Know the locations and operating procedures of all safety equipment.

18. In case of a fire drill during a laboratory period; close all containers, turn off gas valves and electrical equipment.


